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During the rest of the journey my friend was told that
many measures were being taken to ameliorate the
position. The whole food distribution of the Reich was
being overhauled so that foodstuffs should only be carried
the shortest possible distances. Troops would not be given
leave, so that they should not pack the railways.
"Within six months no factory worker will travel on
the railways/' said an official of the Nazi Ministry of the
Interior who had at first participated in the general com-
plaints. Now he thought it wiser to calm his fellow passen-
gers and work up Nazi spirit by a few confidential
disclosures.
He explained that soon every worker would sleep in
special buildings near his factory so that he would not
need to travel to and from work every day. This would
save the worker many troubles and his employers the
valuable time lost by the long delays on the railways.
The railways on the other hand would be relieved from
unnecessary additional strain.
The man had hardly turned his back when a worker,
travelling to his new place of employment, gave his fellow
passengers an inkling of the "troubles" from which this
new regulation would "save" him.
"I am over fifty," he said, "and I fought in the last
war. Now I am as good as a soldier again. No, I do not
get a uniform, I cannot even buy clothes. But I have to
go to the Labour Front. I must leave my sick wife behind
and two girls who aren't very strong."
He did not make himself quite clear, but it was obvious
that he was one of the hundreds of thousands of German
workers recruited for the home front, taken hundreds pf
miles away from their homes, torn from their families,
simply enrolled in the war industry and sent where their
labour is most needed.